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Round Dance News

For several years now, round dance
cuers have been hoping that a name
would be given to the following group
of steps.....

Pickup.. Scissors to Sdecar; walk out
2; scissorsto banjo; walkin 2;

At this year’s Roundalab convention,
the name Traveling Scissors was
approved as an amalgamated cueing
term for the above group of steps.

Cuers, be sure to alert your dancers to
this change.
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One MoreWay to Build an Awareness
of Square Dancing

If your local newspaper has a Roses and
Raspberries column or something of a
similar nature - you might use it as
another opportunity to make people
aware of sguare dancing in your
community.

Comments could include thoughts such
as,

Thank you to (name of hotel) for the
great welcome you gave to the square
dancers who attended our recent weekend
Jamboree.

or
Thanks to the (name of club) for

sponsoring a fun dance event last
weekend.

Region 5 Congratulates Dave Abbs
of the South Cariboo

At the end of last season, dancers gathered at Lac La Hache for a
very specia event. It was to extend congratulations to caller, Dave
Abbs, for 60 years of square dance calling. What an amazing
record and can you imagine how many dancers he must have called
to? Appreciation was also expressed to Bev Abbs. The support and
encouragement that a partner gives surely contributes to a caller’s
success. (Read more in the Lac La Hache report on page 5.)
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Williams Lake Stampede Whirlaways by Gil McCdll

Yet another dancing season is well underway. Thanks to
those from m aess of B.C. who dtended our
Jamboree in May. The NAUTICAL theme made for lots
of seafarin’ fun. Preparations are well under way for our
next Jamboree and the theme will be JOLLY OLD
ENGLAND....and for sure there will be a hearty roast
beef dinner. We might even have a high tea and a double
decker busl The posshilities are endless and they are
being worked on now. I'm pesondly hoping the
committee will set up agood old English pub!

The Whirlaways are ddighted with the turnout of
beginners this year. There are two squares of ‘newbies
this time around and they ae having a bal and
progressng rapidly. | spoke with one of them, Tina
Derksen, who aong with hubby John is having a blast.
As is often the case, Tina was enthusiastic from the dart,
but John was somewhat reluctant and gpprehensive. After
the first night, John decided this was not that tough after
al and that indeed he could dance. As cdler Wally
Sanderson said many years ago, “Just use your hands
and the feet will follow.” Tina told me they heard about
the sessons from Madge Struthers who is a felow
volunteer a the Seniors Center.  The Derksens say it is
excdlent exercise for the body and the brain. They dso
say they were surprised it is much, much more than
fiddles and banjos and are very pleased with the greet
variety of themusc.

Presdent Marie Gibbons, adong with Nick and Mary
Anne, want to thank the many Mainstream dancers who
have shown up at the new dancer’s sessons. It is much
gppreciated.

Our club was pleased to paticipate at the Fal Fair this
summer. We took turns manning a booth and were able to
meet and greet many potential dancers. During my shift, |
was pleased to hear that so many of the booth visitorshad a
pretty fair knowledge of square dancing and indeed, many
of them had some practica experience, either at school or
through relatives.

Whirlaway members did a lot of traveing this past
summer.  As for Madge and |, we attended both the
Canadian Senior games at Sherwood Park, Alberta and the
B.C. Senior games in Langley. The floor curling team,
skipped by our very own Ellen Wiege, took bronze at the
Canadian games. Other members of the team are Lil
Langstrom, Greta Bowser and Madge Struthers. We
were al amazed at the amount of construction and genera

activity in the aea  Shewood Pak is adjacent to

Edmonton’s eastern edge and boasts a population of
about 90,000.

After the Alberta adventure, it was off to Langley for the
B.C. games. The gdsfailed to medd in that event...BUT,
another of our club members, Pat Harton won GOLD in
the Power-Wak event. Thiswas Pat’s first gppearance a
the games and he hit the big one. Way togo!!

We discovered that Alberta is not al oil and gas. No s,
dadburnit, the good old family farm is till prevaent. On
one of these somewhat remote farms, Sonny and Gramps
live together - just the two of them. One day, Gramps was
in the house while Sonny was busy whittling on the
porch. Suddenly, the youngster heard a motor going and
someone driving the truck away. Sonny rushed into the
house and ydled, “Hey Gramps, somebody just stole your
truck.” Grampssays, “Well boy, did you seeswho it was?’

Sonny replied, “No grandpa, but | got the license number!”

The Whirlaways wish dl in Region 5 a good dancing
season.  Come and join us on Thursdays at the Child
Development Centre on 2nd Avenue:  Rounds ‘teach’ at
7:00 - 7:30 p.m, Maingtream Squaresfrom 7:30 - 9:30.

Sat., Dec. 13th,
2014

Child Development Center
690 North 2nd Avenue
Williams Lake

Dinner at 6:00 PM
Dancing will follow
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New Dancers

Whirlaway Members

Please join the )
S

Stampede Whirlaway $5.00
£ for their Guests
Christmas » $8.00
/ .
Dinner & Dance. _
Donations to the Food
) Bank Hamper will be
most appreciated.

Sy /
(If possible, let us know you
are coming so we can be
sure to have the right
amount of food available.)




Prince George Northern Twisters by Julie Skead

Our executive for this new season includes. Dolores
Young-President, Don HollisVice Presdent, Julie
Skead-Secretary, Doreen  Arnott-Tressurer, Len
Wilnechenko-Assstant Treasurer. We sure appreciate
the time and dedication of volunteers. An ongoing thank
you goes out to those who help with chairs, snacks,
coffee, and hal clean-up each Monday and to those who
take care of specid dance theme decorations. We adso
appreciate the Cockers for pogters and flyers, and
Krysal for her part assuring local advertising.

Each Monday evening we share our smiles and
camaraderie with 5 sgquares of Maingream and Plus
dancers, and both beginners and experienced Round
dancers - dso sharing exercise for the mind and body! We
wel come three members returning to square dancing from
years avay, and eght new dancers. Those angds
dangling on our name badges mean we understand how
overwheming learning from scratch is and that we hope
to be of assstance, knowing that we ill need help
ourselves.

We don't teke for granted our cdler and ingtructor, Gys
Koops nor Don Hoallis, Dolores Young and Maurice
Mingay who do some caling. Don is aso our Round
Dance cuer (and coach!) with Dolores stepping in now
and then. Don has put the word out that heisinterested in
teaching advanced Round Dancing on Saturdays.

Five from our club were able to get to Vanderhoof for
their wind up potluck dinner in May. The decorations at
our (June) 'Dancing In The Stars Jamboree added sparkle
to the smiles and energy of dancersfrom 18 to near 90.

Many took pat in
square dancing around
Mr. PG., a tradition
that turns heads a the
intersection of
Highways 97 and 16.
Its great  when
members from some
other clubs teke time
to include us as a stop
ontheir holidays.

A number of our
" members travded to
S Penticton for holidays
and took in the 4 day
Fedivd there. Fewer took in the Williams Lake
Jamboree this year but many, after postive experiences
last year, expressed ther disgppointment that they had

conflicting plans. So
disappointing to miss
out on such a wdl-
organized and friendly
event.

Two of our couplesand
Gys Koops joined the
Vanderhoof  Drifting
Squares in August for
demondration square
dancing at the Vanderhoof Fall Fair. Also, our cdler, Gys
Koops was interviewed by CBC Radio. We got feedback
from another part of the province so the word got out.
Shaw TV has filmed a dance night and put a video
segment with amember interview on theloca channdl.

Wed like to express our sympathies to the families of
Eugene Neshit. Eugene passed away in September after
bravely fighting some long term issues. Eugene was born
in 1929. Heretired in 1994 from BC Rail. Eugene wasthe
club photographer for severd years. He was dedicated to
various past times besdes square dancing, including
intricate woodcarving. His sense of humor, his advice
from numerous experiences and his knowledge, were
appreciated by those who associated with him. Eugene
and Myrtle and daughter, Lyn are members of our Prince
George club. Eugene and Myrtle square danced and
round danced for many years with another club before
being with Northern Twigtersfor over 25 years.

Our members were invited to do a square dancing demo
a a Saturday night country dance at Brunswick Seniors
Centre, and one a the Hart Senior Centre in October plus
aSeniors Birthday Tea Those are good placesto promote
our dancing for sure in front of people ages about 35 to
90, many of who country dance dl the time. (Many of our
members do both. Some dso take Balroom, Two Step,
and Line Dancing.) Parksde Care Homeis dso on the
agenda.

Congratulations Penny Brawn ! She finaly retired from
working over 28 yearsin Sterile Processing. Penny started
managing the department in Seven Oaks Hospitd,
Winnipeg for 4 years prior to moving to BC. There she
took on abigger role as a manager of two, then four, then
five departments for Fraser Hedth. She then moved to
Northern Hedth as a regiond postion but ill with
Sterile Processing, making sure insruments for surgeries
were sterilized correctly and Policies and Procedures were
in place etc. Prior to this her career sarted as an OR nurse
in the UK! Penny aso began teaching the Sterile
Processing Course for Vancouver Community College for
11 years or more in Fraser Headlth and then she set that
course up herein Prince George through CNC.




PG continued from page 3

S0 retirement began the end of May 2014 with a beautiful cruise to Alaska, visting Glacier Bay, Juneau and Ketchekan.
Dennis and Penny aso went to afamily wedding in southern Alberta, traveling back through Drumheller.  They ended
the summer with another trip to Penticton for the Peachfest Square Dancing and then traveling on down through the
K ootenays to complete thetrip.

Cris MacDonald was again one of Prince George's representatives in Track and Field at the annua BC Senior Games
held in Langley this summer. Theresults of her fitness, practice, and determination were: Long jump - gold, triple jump -
gold, 200 m run - gold, 400 m run - gold, silver in hammer and in weights and bronze in 800m run, 100m dash and discus.
(WE're proud of Cris, and are interested in activities other dancers take part in as well. Just let us know so we can know
you better... and compliment you!)

Cris dso reports wonderful experiences on Vancouver Idand including Tofino, with a close friend and extended families,
and her admiration for down-to-earth people dedicated to hel ping others above and beyond 'basic.

Wolfgang and Trudy recently 'tied the knot', having alovely wedding then going to Las Vegas. We are happy to see them
happy in this new chapter of their lives.

Randy England shared with us that his mom, Norma, a Lifetime Member of our club, is now living in a seniors
residencein Kelowna, closeto her daughter. All seemsto be going well.

Ben and Caral renewed family connectionsin Vancouver then enjoyed another Caribbean cruise.

Maurice, Gervin, and Ray are busy in aseniors centre choir, with rehearsds for public Pirate-Sea Songs shows and for
Christmas season performances. Ray turned 80 in September. When we see how hedlthy he islooks we wonder what
portion of that is due to genes, square dancing, bucking up trees for firewood, snging with his guitar, running the mini
train for the Railroad Museum, taking grandchildren fishing with his rowboat, not smoking or drinking, esting severa
smdl meds a day... sddom meat, drinking 2 or 3 liters of water a day, and taking supplements including apple cider
vinegar and a (swampy) green drink!

I (Julie) took in another Elvis Festival in Penticton at the

end of June, aong with 3 friends. It's not an easy Northern Twisters
'sdl' (about 20 Elvis tribute Artists) but trust me, the

acting and singing skills are to be admired and featured % Robbie Burns %
guestsareworld classwinners. , €4

For our upcoming dances, check the schedule on the Supper & Dance

back page, our posters, and also our webpage at Satiedoy, Jasmey £t 2013

http:/Mmww.norther ntwister sca Caller/Cuer: Ray Brendzy

Afternoon Dance 1:00-3:00 pm  $6.00
* A reminder to dl membersto watch for opportunitiesto Roast Beef Supper 6:00 pm $12.00
bring acquaintances and family to observe sguare
dancing and round dancing, perhaps planting the seed to

(Please bring your own plates and cutlery)

P e Round. 7:30
joinusnext Fall. b 7
Mainstream 8:00 - 10:00 pm $15.00
*Travelers to the Prince George area, you are welcome Knox:United:Church.  Comtact Gy 250-364-4851
to join usin dance, Mondays, 7:00 PM. at Knox United 1448 5™ Avenue, PG.  Billetting: Contact Reta at 250 962 2740
Church on 5th and Brunswick. Web poge: www.northerntwisters.ca




LacLaHacheCaribooters by Bill Rose

The Lac La Hache Caribooters began the 2014/2015
season on September 29th a the O.AP Hdl in Lac La
Hache. Round Dancing was at 1:30 p.m. with Helen Hall
cueing and Square Dancing was from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
with Dave Abbs cdling. Enough members were present
for two squares. Hopefully we can keep this up
throughout the season. If anyone is in the area on a
Monday (except holidays) please fed to dropintojoin us.
Pre-Rounds are at 1:30 p.m. and Squares are from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m. Welook forward to your participation.

Now - back to
last season: we
celebrated a
Specid occason
on May 26th.
The Caribooters
were joined by
dancers  from
Vernon, Surrey
and  Williams
Lake to make a
tota of fifty-three dancers a out regular Monday
afternoon dance to celebrate Dave Abbs's 60 years of
calling. He started in 1954, cdling with his dad. The club
presented Dave and wife, Bev, asgned gift card and dso
gave Dave a clock surrounded by arubber tire. The poem
with it referred to the fact that he spent a lot of time
cdling squares and covered a lot of miles on the rubber
doing the job that he so loves. The club aso presented
Dave and Bev aframed photo of the dancers plus ameta-
art sgn for their gate with names engraved.

Norm Cox, Presdent
. of the B.C. Square &
Round Dance
Federation presented
Dave with a 60 Year
Recognition
Cetificae from the
Federation and dso a
60 Year Recognition
9 Ceatificate on behdf

of the Canadian
Square and Round
Dance Society.

(Norm had attended
the Williams Lake
Jamboree on the previous weekend and stayed over to
make this presentation.)

Helen and
Henry Hall were
adso  recognized
with a gift card
and a franed
photo of the
dancers - as wdl
as ametd-at 9gn
g tgg,ir gatﬁ
v engrav wit

’H\'!!e:’!'x,d\' ther names - to

thank them for all
of the time that they have spent preparing, teaching and
cueing Rounds.

N A amm
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Denise Johnson was presented a photo of the group aong
with a 9gned farewell card as she has decided to move to
Victoriato live with her girl friend and husband. She will
be able to dance every day of the week thereif she wants,
as there are savera Square and Round dance clubs in
Victoria. We wish her the best of luck in her move.

A wonderful dinner followed the presentations, supplied
and prepared by the ladies of the Caribooters club. What
an enjoyable afternoon!

On May 20th we danced from 2:00 to 3:00 pm. a
Caefree Manor in 100 Mile House followed by tes,
coffee and a variety of sweets. Three of our members are
resdents of carefree manor. Sadly we did not get
cinnamon bunsthistime as the cook was on vacation!

South Cariboo Square Dance

Association Christmas Party

December 8, 2014

o

Lac La Hache Senior Centre
4822 Clarke Ave.

Pre Rounds 1:30 pm
Mainstream & New Dancers 2:00 pm

$6.00 Per Person
Pot Luck Supper 5:00 pm
Contact: Kai 250-791 -5503
AN A
oD K [<3

* =
P f
\ SN S %

LN




Vander hoof Drifting Squares by Sandi Jesperson

W, we are up and running again but not as we
would like. We are struggling this year to keep our
sguare on the floor. So far we have danced every
week and we have had afew new dancers but one will
be with us for only 8 weeks (he's pat of a home
schooling programme) and we have had medicd
issuesand late fdl farming and ranching.

Back to Spring................

Severd of us danced at the Prince George Jamboree in
June. Caler Jerry Jestin put on quite a show and the
dancing was fast and furious. Thanks to the PG
organizers for dl of ther hard work. Sandi and
Dolores cdled on the Friday evening and enjoyed the
compliments.

Speaking of hard work.... thanks to Mary Anne and
Nick Turner (and your committees, too) for dl of
your work. The Jamboree in Williams Lake was
outstanding!!! Decorations, food and dances that dl
fit the theme of an ocean cruise. We may never get to
go on a cruise but we had fun. Sandi cdled on the
Sunday morning and learned a lot from that
experience. We al hope to attend next year. \WWonder
what the theme will be then??7??

Our club danced a the Vanderhoof Fal Fair - twice!
There were 16 of us dancing!!!!  Thanks to PG
dancersfor filling in our square so that we could dance
with two dternating squares and keep the audience
entertained without bresks. And thanks to Gys K oops
for cdling. Sandi and Dolores did atip each and that
added to the variety.

And now we are into the beginning of another dance
year. We have 14 members and our new members are
Derek Penner (age 10) and Norman VanVlissnger -
who has danced many years ago and is fitting into our
club very well. We had a vidtor on Oct.16. We were
short of dancers so Laura texted a friend (who had
never danced) and asked her to join us. She sad,
"Surel" and came over. Debra Brown danced every
square and had a great time. She is definitely
consdering come back and joining us al year. She
had that much fun. It just goes to show you...... once
they come through the door.... they probably will
come back. We dso had two young girls - Jessica
Brown and Anessa Penner - join us the night before
their school had an extralong Thanksgiving weekend.
They learned agreat ded and would like to dance with
us - but because we dance on aregular school night,
they might be back only once or twice this year.

Our specid dances this year will be: Oct 30 - Halloween
Dance (regular); November 13 (proposed date) - dance at
the extended care unit in Vanderhoof; December 11-
Christmas Dance and Pot luck gtarting at 5:30, Rounds
(6:30) and Sguares a 7:00; no dancing Dec 18 to
January 1 inclusve. Back to dancing Jan 8th. February
12 - Vdentiné's Dance (regular); March 12 - &. Paty's
Dance (regular); April 10 - Twelfth Birthday Dance - pot
luck and dance. (same as for Chrigmas); May 8
(proposed ) - Last dance -pot luck and dance (as for
Christmas dance).

Drifting Travelers

Stephen Adams did his annua fishing trip to Prince
Rupert.

Dave Riske spread his Dad's ashes this summer and he
a0 attended Prince George Jamboree.

Erling and Alice Clemmenson traveed to
Saskatchewan for Alice's mom's 99th birthday!! While
there Alice had some hedth problems and ended up in
emergency and had the left artery in her neck operated
on. Sheis doing well and we have seen her out dancing
thisfall. They headed to Vancouver thisfal and had the
right sde dedlt with aswell.

Lorna Beatty headed to Gull Lake, Saskatchewan to
vigt her daughter who was due to give birth in  mid
October. Rick dayed behind and tended the
greenhouse. Rick did get in some fishing this summer at
Babine Lake and caught some trout. Yum!! Rick isan
active member in the Search and Rescue in this area and
puts in many hours and days helping this worthwhile

group.

Laura Roiter spent weeks dry camping with her family
(7 people) down in the Barlow Lake area.

Dolores Young went to the Senior Games and attended
the dow pitch games.

Sandi Jesperson and Bob Fritchey took 2 weeks
(remember the smoke and heat? Should have been a3
week holiday) to travel to Chilliwack for Sandi's niece's
wedding then to Vernon to vist a friend of Sandi's and
then to Spokane to check out a BlueBird Motorcoach.
When they got back they danced at the fdl fair with the
rest of the Drifting Squares and then Bob headed back to
Spokane to check out and drive the BlueBird back to
Vanderhoof. One gtarter and a new fridge later....... it's
home. Their checkout trip ended out being a trip to
Cadtlegar in mid-September for a BC Bus Nuts Rdly -
four days of great weather and greet food!!




Bits ' Fieces

Square Dance Memories by Pat MacKay (williamsLake)

Square Dancing has been a pat of my life since |
emigrated to Canada, from England, in the spring of
1964. That summer | learned the basics of square dancing
from Dave Abbs, who caled once a week a the Flying
U Gkuest Ranch, where | was working as an assistant
cook.

That first winter in Canada my square dance partner and
| joined the Clinton Club. Both of us were working in the
Aghcroft area - he in the bush and me at the locd
hospitd - and Clinton was our nearest club. The
following May a group of us travelled to Williams Lake
to paticipate in that town's popular square dance
jamboree. | think the dance was held at the Elks Hall, but
it might have been in the gym of one of the schools.
Fifty years have passed since then but | sill remember
that evening and my first square dance dress. | Hill have
it and wear it often dthough the belt doesn't quite reach
around my waist anymore.

After the Williams Lake Jamboree, | lost touch with
square dancing for awhile due to an unexpected return to
England. However, | caught up with it again afew years
later when | moved to the Chilcotin, and eventualy
settled in Alexis Creek.

It was a vibrant community in the 70's and had a small
but enthusastic square dance club - The Circul8aters.
Many of the smaller clubs had no caller and we danced to
records - frudtrating at times but hilarious at others.

During those earlier years dancing in the rura areas took
place a different ranches scattered throughout the
countryside. Every Saturday would see us dancing in
someone's kitchen, basement, living room and even in a
barn or out-building. Once in a while some members
would be snowed in or the roads were too treacherous to
drive, but usudly there were enough couplesfor asquare.
The evening began with a pot-luck supper, followed by
dancing and finishing with home-made pies and ice-
cream. A supply of tea, coffee and juice was dways
avalable. Babies usudly dept the evening away,
gpparently immune to the activity around them. The older
children were encouraged to join in the dancing if they
wanted to. Otherwise they amused themsdves with
Jjigsaw puzzles, board games, colouring or reading, in a
room that had been set asde for them. Now and then
some would come and watch us dance - the girls more
impressed than the boys! Of course there were no video

games at the time and TV was serioudy limited that far
out in the Chilcotin. Besdes which, the reception was
gppdling. | remember the men trying to watch a hockey
game before supper a Wendy and Brian Fletcher's
ranch one square dance night, but as the puck was bardly
vigble amongst the snowy interference on the screen it
was afrudtrating experience.

Years ago people dressed in their finery for every dance
night they attended. However these days many of the
women prefer to wear jeans or prairie skirts for the
weekly club dances as they are more comfortable when
workshopping. Now the fancy ouitfits are more often kept
for specid occason dance nights. Every year it is
interesting to see the wide variety of desgns that have
been home-made or purchased for the occason. Up to
date| have never seen any two identical.

Inthe late "70's our smdl club was blessed with acaller of
our own. Nick Turner was principal at the Alexis Creek
School when he joined our club, and shortly afterwards
he learned how to call. Now, forty or more years later he
is dill cdling, but this time in Williams Lake for the
Stampede Whirlaways. His wife, Mary Anne, teaches
round dancing which is very popular with our dancers.
Both Nick and Mary Anne are enthusiastic and help keep
our club dive and well, dong with the other members,
both new and old.

My partner, John Stirling, and | were active members of
the Stampede Whirlaways for severd years until we re-
located to a farm on the Sunshine Coast. We returned to
Williams Lake thirty yearslater in 2012 and re-joined the
club. Although John was unable to dance anymore he
enjoyed attending the jamboree that spring and aso the
Chrismas Party where he vidted with friends from the
good old days Much reminiscing took place during
those vigts. When | logt John just before Christmas that
year, the club members warmly welcomed me back
when | returned, and a year later they supported me yet
again when | becameill for afew weeks. | will awaysbe
grateful for their caring and sharing. But this is the way
Suare dancers are - always supportive in the not-so great
times and sharing in the enjoyment of the good ones.

Square Dancing has been a definite bonusin my life, and
I know it has been the same for many others. Here's
hoping we dl continue to be part of it for many more
yearsto come.




Caller, Jerry Jestin

Remewmber to
clap at the end
of each square
dance tip!

Last June, Prince George held their annual jamboree
and 12 members of the Williams Lake Stampede
Whirlaways were happy to attend. Jerry Jestin was
the caller and cuer for the weekend. He had an
interesting variety of music and he sure kept all the
dancers hopping.

During the weekend, Jerry noticed that some of the
dancers did not clap at the end of atip.

He reminded us that we should clap and gave us 3
possible reasons for doing so.

Jerry said, “ You could clap.....
had a good time.

because you

Or you could clap.....because the caller was
good.

Or you could clap .....because you were glad
the tip was over.

But you have to clap for something!”

Of course, Jerry was being funny with the last
suggestion but the gist of his comment was that your
applause is the way that the caller knows if you
enjoyed yourself. If you liked the calling, the music,
or the choreography, take time to clap!

Jerry will be returning to Prince George in June
2015 to call their Jamboree again, so we will have to
see if we can improve our square dance etiquette by
then. (And don't forget to clap for the cuer too!)

RSRD R

Wishing Everyone a Season
Filled
With Joy and Happiness

MERRY CHRISTMASAND A
BRAND NEW YEAR
FILLED WITH HAPPY DANCING

From The BC Square & Round
Dance Federation Executive

Ken Crisp, Bill Wood, Gord Ruedig, Pat
Zeeman and Wendy Krueger.

shoshoshoehin

J.40.3.20.0".

W SOUTH CARIBOO |
\¥" SQUARE DANCE ASSOCIATION “*
NEW YEARS EVE DANCE

Lac La Hache Seniors Centre

Pre Rounds: 1:30 pm.
l \ Mainstream: 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm. ﬁ
MAINSTREAM & NEW DANCERS
$6.00 PER PERSON
CONTACT Kai Rasmussen-250-791-5503
Pot Luck Supper 5:00 p.m.

Dec. 31 2014




STAMPEDE WHIRLAWAY'S 56th JAMBOREE

The one-of-akind Jamboree in Williams Lake last season was another great dance.
- Each year, Mary Anne Turner and her crew outdo themselves with incredible
r decorations. This year’s theme was ‘Nautica’ and a huge mural depicted the scene over
~ therailings from the deck of acruise ship, while the stage became avery redistic boat.

On Friday evening six squares enjoyed the calling and cueing of Nick and Mary Anne
. Turner who found some redly great seardlated music for both the squares and
Rounds that they choreographed. Saturday morning was time for Mary Anne’'s much
enjoyed Round Dance Socid with interesting dances choreographed by the Turners -
again with asea theme. Forty dancers attended this event.

Featured caller, Dustin M cGifford, appearing for his 6th consecutive year, caled the
Deck Party Dance on Saturday afternoon with a bresk for “Nautical Trests’ and on
Saturday evening he and his dad appeared dressed as a ships captains. We o0
gppreciate Dustin getting into the spirit of things. He called agreat dance asusudl.

And, as usud, the Whirlaways put on some great half-time
entertainment.  As the ship had docked in & John's
Newfoundland, we had a Newfie band appear with their ugly
sticks - the famous Newfoundland percussion instrument.
What a cregative collection! It was also discovered that a
famous ballet troupe was on board and the “Barishniflops’
gave a fine performance to the classica music “Dance of the
Hours’ better known to most as “Hello Mother, Hello Father”.

On Sunday morning guest callers, Ken Crisp and Sandi
Jesper son aong with cuer Helen Hall joined Nick and Mary
Annefor abreakfast dance.

Photos of the weekend as well
as YouTube videos of the ballet
and the ugly stick performance
can be seen on the Stampede
Whirlaways web ste on the
scrapbook page. Links are at
http:/mww.wmdk .squaredance.bc.ca/scr apbook.html

Thanksto Kai Rasmussen from South Cariboo for taking and posting videos for us.

Many thanks to the Whirlaways dancers for helping put up and take down the
decorations and to the kitchen crew and club members for the great food they

prepared and served.

Sadly we will no longer be able to use a school for our Jamboree venue. The
Cariboo Chilcotin school board and Secretary Treasurer are enforcing policies which
disdlow dry camping on school grounds, the use of the kitchen without specid
permission and an extra fee, and the need to pay for a Janitor to be on site & all
times during the weekend. This “grinch-like” attitude makes it completely
unaffordable for community groups such as oursto use any school in the district for aweekend event.

Thisis asad state of affairs after over 50 years of successfully staging our jamboree in a school. As aresult, there
are very few venues available in our community that have the facilities we need and are also affordable. However,
for next year, we have relocated to a hall caled the Long House which is next to the curling rink and Stampede
grounds. We hopeto seeyou there. More detailsin future issues.
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YESYOU CAN! by Nick and Mary Anne Turner

Many years ago - and repested often Snce - some wise
square dancer observed, “Square Dancing is the
wor ld’sbest-kept secret.” The Keynote spesker at the
2014 CALLERLAB Convention stated: “The reason
no oneistalking about square dancing is because ....
no oneistalking about square dancing.”

So, how do we talk about square dancing in away that
will attract the 40 - 60 year olds who are our best age
target to recruit?

“Word-of-mouth” is the cry. “That's the best way to
recruit new dancers” Hold on asecond. Apart from
family, how many 40 - 60 year old srangers do we
actudly tak to?

Many of usin the Square Dance world are over 70 and
we're having a blast. Problem is there are fewer and
fewer of us each year and we can't seem to be able to
reach the 40 - 60 target demographic.

Could it be that communication has broken down?

It's not just the young folk, the under 30s, that Twest,
make Facebook entries, Text Message or post on
YouTube. That's how millions of 30 - 60 year olds
(and older) communicate these days. The world of
communication has changed dramaticaly and many of
us in the Square Dance world have been left behind
smply because we are unwilling to even try to
understand the computer / iPhone world.

| am a man, therefore | don't read instruction manuas
thus | am not a computer expert.  But Mary Anne does
read the manuals and over the years she has taught
hersdf dl she wants to know about the computer
world. She has taken the time to teach me the basics of

usng Socid Media and I've learned it's not rocket
science.

Usng Twitter and FaceBook enables us to
communicate with hundreds, if not thousands of people
we don’'t even know and we are able to talk about the
fun we've had square dancing. All it takesisamention
here and there and that keegps awareness of our hobby in
peoples minds. Then, when they see the flyer
announcing new dancer sessions, ajiggle in their brains
from dl the Tweets and Facebook entries they’'ve
experienced might nudge them to give Square Dancing

atry.
If dl of us- not just our promotion/publicity persons but

ALL of us who use a computer for whatever reason -
learned how to use socia media to get the word out to

the younger-than-us, we just might open some
unbelievable communication channels and be able to
encourage the 40 - 60s - and even the younger folk, to
come sguare dancing.

The BCS&RD Federation has money to put on
workshops.  Perhaps there might be interest in having
one to teach people how sample it is to use Socid
Media and what kind of message to get out. Don't we
owe it to oursalves to actudly find out what this is dl
about?

If we atend a workshop and learn some basics or if we
take the time to research and teach oursdves, then
surely we can dl spare just a smdl amount of time each
week, to post something about sgquare dancing on
Facebook, Twitter, or some other eectronic socid
media This will sart the increase in “chatter” and the
post can be as smple as a photo or just a comment such
as“We had agrest time at our square dance tonight”.

We don't have to like the world of Socid Media but we
should be willing to learn how to use it to promote our
square dance recregtion. For amost a century, former
club members have contributed to keeping square
dancing aive for us, now it is our turn. Do what you
canto help out.

Congratulaions to Sandi Jesperson of the Vanderhoof
Drifting Squares for maintaining a Facebook page about
her club. It can befound at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
Vander hoof DriftingSquares/

In the absence of Socid Media workshops, there
are a great many videos available on YouTube for
you to watch. (Some good, some not!)

One example with information about Twitter for
Beginners can befound a

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YOmLVEvIWa8

On Example with information about Facebook for
Beginners can befound a

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZpLiODJ$p4Q
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ACALLER'STHOUGHTSON HELPING
NEW DANCERS By Nick Turner

Years ago, when many of today’s dancers first sarted,
their commitment to Square Dancing easily became a
regular part of their lives. New dancers were happy
and willing to devote 30 weeks to learning the
Mainstream program. They just added square dancing
to their schedules and seldom missed a week. Now,
even though people ill enjoy learning to sgquare
dance, it seemstherest of Life getsin the way.

An example of this is our last year's new dancer
group. During the season, the dancer attendance was
very irregular and after 20 weeks of dancing
ingtruction, only one dancer followed through and is
now dancing with the Mainstream group. How
disappointing after all that time spent! But wait, that is
not the end of the story. The good newsiis that they all
came back to this season’s classes. The fact is that they
had a good time last season and wanted to continue. It
Isjust that other things in their lives got in the way last
year - physica injuries, sickness, job obligations,
;amily problems, holiday trips, bad wesather, to name a
ew.

This is not specific to our club, it is happening al over
the sguare dance world and has resulted in
organizations like Calerlab and the American Caller
Association  discussing, debating, pondering and
pontificating on the fact that it just takes too long to get
people through the Mainstream Program because there
are too many cdls on the Maingtream list. It is fet that
this results in people dropping out of class before they
get achanceto dance with the full club.

I'm wondering if this is indeed the case or is it the
pressure on new dancers to learn Mainstream in a
hurry before they can join the club dancing? Perhaps
if they danced with the Mainstream club sooner but
progressed through the list dower, new dancers would
better enjoy dancing and learning. How to accomplish
this and keep both the new and the experienced
dancer shappy isthe question.

To address this problem, CALLERLAB has recently
issued a Condensed Teaching Order. Cdlers are
experimenting with it and reporting good results. It is
suggested that we teach the most popular cals from the
Mainstream list before we worry about teaching al of
the Basics. Recently | happened across an article in an
American Square Dance magazine from 1992 that
suggested the very thing that CL is now proposing. |
have decided that | will do something similar but | will

make my own list for a teaching order based on what |
fee would alow for integration into our club sooner but
gtill be enjoyablefor all.

So my plan isto teach my most used Mainstream calls
before completing the Basic list - of course some basics
are necessary firgt! Fortunately my club redlizes the
importance of increasng the membership and our
dancers are willing to have the new dancers join them.
But with this change in the order of instruction, al will
be able to dance interesting choreo so it is a win-win
stuation.

In the following fall when the new season starts, | can
easly teach the rest of the MS lis moves and by
Christmas our club will be dancing the full Mainstream
ligt with time in the New year to get floor time and
build confidence. This way, | will have actualy
accomplished the Cdlerlab recommendation of taking
two years to teach the Maingtream list while the new
dancers will have been happily dancing with the
Mainstream club for a considerable time while under no
pressureto learn, learn, learn.

Stay tuned and I'll let you know how it works out.
Email meif you would like my New Dancer Plan or if
you have acomment or suggestion on thistopic.

And while we are on the topic of a condensed teaching
order, hurray for Gord Ruedig in Powell River! His
West Coast Dance Program is proving to be very
successful. He did just what Calerlab proposes -
though his WCD program is intended to be a
destination program rather than a path to full
Mainstream. Gord made the WCD list from singing
call figures used most by Vancouver Idand callers
and these cdlers have agreed to teach the WCD list to
new dancers in 10 weeks. After that, clubs would then
take turns offering dances on their club night for these
new dancers. From dl reports it's going gangbusters
and Region 2 (Lower Mainland) is starting to follow
thisidea

Now remember, in Region 5, we cannot easily do the
West Coast Program as distances between clubs are too
great and winters too
severe for travel but
calers can use these v/ VILLIAMS 80UHD
idess to help their new e Peaple Hear
dancers joi n the Hearing desist Tnits and deeessoties
Mainstream club scene
sooner  and  more
successfully.

Dave Plume
Authorized Dealer
604-941-7009

dplume@telus.net
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REGION 5 DANCE SCHEDULE 2014/2015

(We havetried to be accur ate but suggest phoning to confir m the event before travelling.)

WHERE EVENT CALLERS/ CUERS
Nov. 8, 2014 Prince George Snowflake Dance Merv & Sandy Meyer
Dec. 8, 2014 Lac La Hache Christmas Dance & Potluck to follow | Dave Abbs & Helen Hall
Dec. 11,2014 Vanderhoof Christmas Potluck and Dance Gys, Sandi, Dolores
Dec. 13, 2014 Williams Lake Christmas Dinner and Dance Nick & Mary Anne Turner
Dec. 15, 2014 Prince George Christmas Dinner and Dance Gys Koops
Dec. 31, 2014 Lac La Hache New Year Dance & Potluck to follow | Dave Abbs & Helen Hall
Jan. 24, 2015 Prince George Robbie Burns Dance Ray Brendzy
Feb. 9, 2015 Prince George Valentine’s Day Dance Gys Koops
Feb. 12, 2015 Vanderhoof Valentine’s Day Dance Gys, Sandi, Dolores
Feb. 16, 2015 Lac La Hache Caribooter's Valentine Dance Dave Abbs & Helen Hall
Feb. 22, 2015 South Cariboo My Tie Dance at the Greens Dave Abbs & Helen Hall
Feb. 23, 2015 Prince George 50s and 60s Dance Gys Koops
Mar. 7, 2015 Williams Lake March Merriment & Pie Night Dance Nick & Mary Anne Turner
Mar. 12, 2015 Vanderhoof St. Paddy’s Dance Gys, Sandi, Dolores
Mar. 16, 2015 Prince George St. Patrick’s Potluck and Dance Gys Koops
Mar. 16, 2015 Lac La Hache St. Patrick’s Day Dance Party Dave Abbs & Helen Hall
Mar. 30, 2015 Prince George Goofer’s Night Goofer Callers
Apr. 10, 2015 Vanderhoof 12th Birthday Dance Gys, Sandi, Dolores
Apr. 27, 2015 Lac La Hache Thank God It's Spring Dance Dave Abbs & Helen Hall
May 22-24, 2015 | Williams Lake 57th Jamboree -Jolly Old England Dustin McGifford,

Theme Nick and Mary Anne Turner

June 5-7, 2015 Prince George Spring Jamboree Weekend Jerry Jestin
August 5-8, 2015 | Pentiction 12th Peachfest Jamboree Many Callers & Cuers

If you wish to submit an article to the Cariboo
Connection, contact us at hmturner @telus.net
The deadline date for the February issueis

January 18, 2015.

DO YOU NEED MORE COPIESOF
THE CARIBOO CONNECTION ?

NOTE: You arewedcometo reproduce any of the articleswrittenin
the Cariboo Connection for your own use, but please give credit to

the Cariboo Connection when you do.

To find the most recent copy of the Cariboo
Connection Newdetter go to the webste of the
R5CCDA a www.r5ccda.squaredancebc.ca
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